
Lilah Kelley is a resilient and active 4-year-old and 

the light of her parents’ lives. After Lilah’s first 

birthday, her parents began to notice that her 

breathing was “noisy.” Doctors reassured the 

Kelleys that there was nothing to worry about, but 

Lilah’s breathing became progressively worse. 

They took Lilah to a pediatric otolaryngologist who 

performed a bronchoscopy.  

 

“We were hoping that the doctor would come 

back and say he found something simple,” her 

mother, Jenelle Kelley, said. “But when he 

returned, he said that Lilah’s airway was severely 

compressed and sent her down for a CT scan 

immediately. What they found is something we 

never could have imagined – a large mass taking 

up the majority of her left chest and compressing 

her airway.” 

 

Lilah was diagnosed with stage 4 high-risk 

neuroblastoma. This is a type of cancer that is 

found mostly in children and attacks the 

sympathetic nervous system. Lilah’s cancer had 

spread to her spinal column, chest cavity, skull 

and bone marrow, so she immediately began 

aggressive chemotherapy treatment. Lilah spent 

more than 80 days in the hospital for treatments 

and surgery and received 16 blood and platelet 

transfusions.  

 

“So many people helped us when we were going 

through Lilah’s treatment, including the volunteer 

blood donors who ensured that the blood she 

needed was available,” Jenelle said. “We want to 

pay it forward and help other families who are 

going through something similar, so they have 

more time with their loved ones, too.” 

 

Lilah’s friends and family now host blood drives 

with the American Red Cross in her honor. “It’s 

the blood on the shelves the help saves lives,” 

added Jenelle. “You never know when you or your 

family is going to be the one in need.” 

Lilah was given a fighting chance to beat 
childhood cancer thanks to the help from 
blood donations. 
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