
 

Message from the MSRA President 

2020 has become a tumultuous year; the extent of which no one ever anticipated.  

Minnesota Street Rod Association recently celebrated our 50th Anniversary as an Association. We are looking forward to 

celebrating the 50th Anniversary of our MSRA’s “Back to the 50’s Weekend” in 2023.  

2020 was to have been the 47th Annual MSRA’s “Back to the 50’s Weekend” scheduled for June 19th through the 21st. 

However, the inception and spread of the Corona-19 Virus to the US and the world has brought significant changes to all our 

lives.  We continue to monitor the current mandates from the Governor of the State of Minnesota, and believe they are a 

foreshadowing that our event will not be able to happen in June. The primary concern of the MSRA Board of Directors in 

making this decision is for the health of our MSRA members, participants, vendors and spectators, many of whom are in the 

primary “at risk” category. We anticipate that events such as ours will continue to be cancelled in conjunction with direction 

from the Minnesota State Fairgrounds for some time. 

The status of the Minnesota State Fair which is called the “Great Minnesota Get Together”, and which has an attendance of 

over a million spectators a year, is also questionable. This is based on the statements of Jerry Hammer, the Minnesota State 

Fair General Manager, who has stated, “we continue to remain hopeful that we can celebrate this year in our usual style, but 

ultimately please rest assured that the State Fair will do the right thing for Minnesota, our nation and the our world”. This event 

begins on August 27th and runs through Labor Day, appreciably after our event. 

Our ability to practice “Social Distancing” as currently defined, and the ability to have the testing and tracing capabilities that 

are being required to allow us to “gradually re-open…society in Minnesota”, are currently in their early sages as stated by 

Governor Tim Walz in his press conference on April 23rd. Based on these realities, it is our responsibility to take all these 

prerequisites into consideration and provide direction to those who are planning our event as well as those who are looking 

forward to attending and participating in it.  

Due to these previously unforeseen conditions, the MSRA Board now formally announces the cancellation of our 2020 MSRA 

“Back to the 50’s Weekend”. 

To registered participants, please know that your 2020 registration will remain valid for our planned 2021 event. New 2021 

confirmation letters will be sent out at the time registration opens for that event to those who have received them for the 2020 

event. Sponsors and vendors will be contacted directly by their MSRA Board Liaison with further information as it relates to 

their status. For detailed information please go to the website at msrabacktothe50s.com 

We deeply regret having to inform you of this decision; however, we look forward to bringing the MSRA “Back to the 50’s 

Weekend” to you on our regular weekend in 2021 with the same quality and excitement that everyone has come to expect. 

We look forward to seeing you as we gather together to share the enjoyment and fellowship of our classic car hobby  

on June 18 - 20, 2021. 

Paul Swanson 

President 

Minnesota Street Rod Association (MSRA) 


